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 IN IS THE NEW OUT 

It took me a lot of years to escape the clutches of the Easter Bunny. Before you laugh don’t forget how 
fast he is…or agile for that matter. My childhood was never anchored or grounded in Holy Week, Good 
Friday, or Resurrection morning. Like many children of secular households, my memories held deep 
seated connections to vinegar food dye, hunts for plastic eggs full of candy, glazed ham and scalloped 
potatoes. As well, it was a “one and done” event lasting just a single day. Easter did involve dressing 
nicely but primarily for the photo opportunity. We didn’t attend church so my guess is it was to record an 
event that held some significance for my parents but not enough to share with the kids. Strangely enough, 
even after I became a Christian and understood (even superficially) what Easter was about, the attraction 
to pastel colored jelly beans and pineapple-glazed ham still held court for me. The crazy thing about all 
this is that even after I learned to appreciate the Passion, the Resurrection, the defeat of sin and death, 
Easter was still grounded in a tradition of children’s activities and eating. Sort of a Springtime Christmas. 
But then an event in my life, and millions of others I might add, changed me forever. This was fifteen 
years ago or so, which means I had been a Catholic Christian for over 30 years!!! How did this awareness 
escape me for so long. Believe me when I say I am still ashamed of this fact. I realized I had taken the 
ultimate gift of eternal life and squirreled it away for later. I hadn’t even said thankyou to HIM. The 
event? The Passion of the CHRIST, a movie directed by Mel Gibson. Besides the fact that this movie was 
very well done, the graphic account of what my Savior willingly did for me shook me to my core. It still 
does. All because HE loved me first. This awakening in my soul changed how I looked at everything, 
beginning with my relationship with the Father.  I wanted to give back, not just take. I wanted to glorify 
GOD with my life by seeking and being who HE envisioned me to be at my creation. To be honest, I had 
no idea what I was in for, but it wasn’t about my discovery.  It was simply about my surrender. Truthfully, 
my anticipation was the only source of anxiety I experienced, and to be clear, this is still an on-going 
process. I’m pretty slow. What it really amounts to is me taking my faith from the exterior of my life and 
bringing it inward and close to my heart, allowing HIS interior grace to flow out from there. 

A lot of our Church activities are focused on community. We engage outwardly as a community on 
Sundays, together we celebrate the Sacraments. We devise and carry out service work as a group, and 
we gather to celebrate Feasts as a family would. These are all great things and are signs of faith, all 
moving parts of the physical, mystical body of Christ . But if you are like me, my conversations with the 
Father are mostly conducted inside my head. We pray outwardly in the liturgy, we gather for meetings 
and study and we pray aloud for these, but my guess is that the bulk of our questioning, pleading, and 
our praising is done in private moments. This is true of probably most everyone who believes, but how 
this has changed in the present time of isolation is my target here. When I first watched The Passion, it 
drove me inwardly to a place of reflection and understanding much deeper than my usual “small talk”. 
As the years went by, my busy-ness began to compete for attention and my inward time weakened. Each 
year Lent would arrive and so would my contemplation of the event that shouts “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that anyone who believes shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). Every year it leads me to three main themes: 1) My Love for Holy MASS and the Eucharist. 
2) My understanding of discipleship, and 3) The amount of time I devote listening to the Holy Spirit. This 
IS the path of spiritual discernment and how we avoid being “lukewarm” in our relationship with GOD.  

Before I go on, I want to make sure we are clear about #2. This is not about a specific devotion to a 
religious vocation, it is about being led to the service of GOD that He created all of us to do. Our individual 
service can only be done by each of us for that is the reason for our unique being. The divine gifts we 
possess, charism, are given to us to do specific things for HIS people. Figuring this out is part of our 
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service to Him because it takes some effort to understand. I wouldn’t use the phrase “prove our love”, for 
that is not accurate.  It’s because relationship takes time. For us to Love HIM as deeply as we can we 
have to know HIM, understand HIM, and Trust HIM. I am not going to trust HIM until I know I can. This is 
a main difference between Divine Love and human love. He doesn’t wait for us to make a move. When 
this happens (trust), we know we’re safe in HIS care no matter what happens. And I try to return in kind. 

I began to reflect on the current “sanctuary” of our isolation at home as an opportunity for all of us to 
“Seek the Lord while He may be found…call to Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). It is not a coincidence 
that this “biblical” pandemic has occurred during the Easter season. The parallels with “dying to self” in 
Lent, and rising again to new life at Easter are hard to ignore. They are a “neon Vegas-style” sign of the 
times leading us to the game-changing arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. It’s a potential benefit akin 
to buying the initial stock offering of Apple, except this dividend pays out eternal life. I’m not saying all 
this is required to gain Heaven. Our baptism and confirmation secured this. I am saying this… if we truly 
understand and believe in the events of salvation we just experienced, How In the World ??? can we not 
respond to them? How can we not work to share this gift, this message, with future generations? This is 
our mission as Christians, “Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matt 28). The message, the example, the service to those 
around us is how the Gospel is preserved and multiplied throughout time. If our devotion is diluted with 
each generation (through apathy and complacency), where is our world to be in fifty, a hundred, or a 
thousand years from now? IF we believe, which is necessary for eternal life, how can we promote the 
message, care for HIS people, and find meaning in our lives as his creation. These were (and are) my 
thoughts when I watched the The Passion. If you have not seen it, I highly recommend it… but be 
prepared to be moved. If it has been awhile, watch it again. 

So, my prayers and the desire of my heart is with all of you in this time of isolation, financial hardship, 
and illness. See these challenges as a doorway to a storeroom of divine gifts. We’re not here, in these 
times, by accident, of this I am sure. In humility and submission, we should focus our hearts on the real 
presence of GOD aching to talk with us. Dying to give us peace. In a world of “reduced” activity, embrace 
any opportunity for contemplation. Theologically speaking, we can make the case that the Holy Spirit 
speaks constantly to us, for every moment of thought we harbor is in need of divine guidance and, well… 
that’s His job. My prayer is for you all to be well, safe from harm, and prosperous (especially in your 
spiritual wealth). Let’s all be patient and humble as we weather this out. At the same time let’s prayerfully 
and appreciatively apply pressure to resume our worship and missionary discipleship. Pray that it will 
happen when GOD Wills it. Up to now it has been HIS will for us to use this epoch opportunity in our lives 
to learn what we are in need of learning. At the very least learn to be still, settled into the presence of 
LOVE, letting its influence shape and form our hearts and behaviors. These are the first steps to bringing 
the “Kingdom to earth, as it is in Heaven”. We all want this, right? 

See You Soon!!! 

    

A Blessed and Joyful Easter Everyone !!!! 

PAX CHRISTI, Deacon Mike    
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