
 
 

Ed Schmidt was born and raised in Washington DC and was brought up in a Catholic family- attending Catholic 

Grade School and High School.  But it was the Holy Spirit who truly has made Ed a Catholic, before he was 

born.  It wasn’t really his decision, he has been formed a child of God and his Catholic faith is how he has 

responded.   Ed and his wife Mary were married in Virginia, moved to Houston for work, then back to Virginia 

and when their youngest child came to Western for college, that is when they discovered this area – 

eventually moving to Crested Butte.  They have three children, two grandchildren, one child in-law and a 

Mother who is alive and well in her 90’s.   I suspect that is where Ed gets his energy and sense of humor.   

 

Recently, Ed completed his work with an RCIA Candidate and on Pentecost Sunday, he witnessed this amazing 

member of the community be accepted into full communion with the Catholic Church, Lois Rozman, and he 

enjoys this Holy Moment every Sunday as he watches her go up to receive communion.   

 

Ed is modest in how he gives of his time and talent, but he has many gifts that he shares with the Church.  He 

teaches CCD and the Confirmation Students.  He likes to think his teaching is an opportunity for his students to 

take time out of their busy week to straighten him out.  As he notes; “it’s a tough job but someone has to do 

it!”  However, don’t kid yourself – Ed loves every minute and he learns’ right along with his students.  

Recognizing that everything is not going to happen as you expect, he likens his teaching to the story of the 

mustard seed and realizes the importance of just being there.  He takes great pleasure in seeing his former 

students years later and they come and thank him and let him know how much they appreciated his time and 

teaching.  In addition to teaching, Ed is an EM and a Lector and will be starting up a bible study on July 8th for 

10 weeks on St. Paul: The Man, His Mission and His Message.  So, you might think Ed’s a pretty busy fella, 



well on top of his service and working as an Architect with International Schools, he is studying to be a 

Deacon!   

 

He received his Deaconate calling during Mass as Fr. Andres was reciting the Prayer for Vocation.  It was 

during that time the Holy Spirit was calling Ed and his reply was, “Are you telling me this is for me?”  Well, the 

Holy Spirit certainly was calling and Ed feels that the Holy Spirit is still calling him to serve his community, “It 

has never felt like a choice, it is just how God made me.  The challenge is that I always have to put this calling 

into the context of “why?” and for “who?”   Noting the bible passage from 1 Corinthians:  If I speak in tongues 

of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of 

prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 

have not love, I am nothing.  He has already made a splash with his 2nd Sunday of Easter Reflection “Amazing 

Grace” - you can find it at:  https://vimeo.com/40234822  and will be entering his last Semester this Fall to be 

ordained in August of 2021!  When I asked Ed his goal after ordination, his reply was directed back with 

confidence, that the Holy Spirit will guide him and feels the key element of any Sacrament is the ability to 

“give grace.”  

 

Besides living by the passages of the Bible – Ed takes time to patiently listen for God in “a gentile whisper.”  

We tend to look for God in the loud thunder or rush of the wind, but Ed listens for the “quiet whisper” 

noticing the sun through the trees or the beauty around him.  Then he may quietly be reminded that he hasn’t 

prayed the rosary yet and is inspired to do so!   

 

Ed’s faith is amazingly unshaken.  When asked what gifts he feels God has given him to share, he replies: “That 

is an interesting question because sometimes I do not know, but I am convinced that God knows.  So, if I have 

gifts God knows them and knows how to use them.”  His faith is guided in passages.  “O LORD, you have 

searched me and you know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You 

discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.” Psalms 139. 

 

I’m always amazed at the similarities between our Parishioners of the Month and their favorite Saints.  Ed’s 

favorite Saint is St. Damien of Molikai.  He was his Confirmation Saint - but didn’t truly understand why at the 

time.  When he was a teenager, preparing for confirmation, his Father brought home 10 books of Saints and 

told Ed that he was to read them over his Thanksgiving break and decide on a Saint the day after Thanksgiving.  

That didn’t give Ed much time to contemplate on a Saint, but little did he know that over the years this Saint 

would become his mentor and just blow him away with his faith.  St. Damien is the perfect example of Christ 

the Servant, as Ed continues to discern for the Deaconate – this Saint sets a perfect example.  When St. 

Damien was 24, his brother was to go to Hawaii to serve, but illness would not allow him to go, so St. Damien 

took the place of his brother – allowing the Holy Spirit to guide him (sound familiar?).  The religious brothers 

were hesitant about sending him to Hawaii, they felt he was too uneducated and unintelligent.  But, in time he 

was sent to Hawaii and helped the community to come together to build houses and schools and a parish 

church.  Eventually, establishing a leper colony and in time, he himself falling to the disease.   Eds humility and 

commitment to allow the Holy Spirit to guide him is a mirror image of St. Damien of Moliki.  Best wishes and 

prayers to you Ed in your Deaconate studies and thank you for your commitment to our community! 

 

  

 

https://vimeo.com/40234822

