
 

Ski bums?  Yep, that’s right.   The mountains are what brought Deacon Joe and Bev to Crested Bu=e.  Ini?ally, 
Bev was a Midwest gal, growing up in a suburb of Minneapolis and did not really have a Church upbringing. 
Deacon Joe’s family moved around a great deal growing up.  His Father worked for a mining company, so they 
moved from Virginia to Ohio to Washington to Kentucky to Minnesota to Canada to Minnesota. Deacon Joe 
then landed in the Air Force, sta?oned in North Dakota from ‘65 to ’71, & a=ending college in Grand Forks.  

The two met working in Minneapolis at a large company that had a ski club. Deacon was a programmer 
working in the unit next to Forms and Graphics where Bev worked. They met on one of the company’s ski trips 
and their life trip began. 

They started taking ski trips out west each year and thought, “wouldn’t it be cool to live in the mountains?”  
They were already ski bums - Joe was leading a large ski patrol in Wisconsin, so Bev launched into geYng an 
educa?on in  Hotel Management. Upon her gradua?on in 1978 they decided to head west and live their 
dream, just for a ski season.   

It was a bold move. Their resumes, which were printed on neon yellow paper, making them stand out, and 
helped land them a job to manage the Columbine Condo’s in exchange for free housing and skiing.  It doesn’t 
get any be=er than that - does it? It didn’t take long for Deacon Joe and Bev to realize the poten?al and need 
for property management in the Crested Bu=e area.  So in a joint venture with Deacon Vince and Joanne 
Rogalski, (Deacon Joe’s sister),  they started a property management company with 32 units. Just as their 
company was geYng launched life threw a wrench in their plans. Deacon Joe and Bev hit a tough point in their 
marriage. Their decision to seek counseling, led them to the Oh Be Joyful Bap?st Church. In typical fashion, 
they did not let any grass grow under their feet and became involved in the Church. Bev taught Sunday school 
and Joe led the Men’s Group. As ?me went on Bev began to feel something was missing. She made an 
appointment to meet with Father Jim Koeningsfeld and he suggested she come to RCIA to learn more. By 
February, she was ready to move ahead and join the Catholic Church, a decision that was not received well by 
Deacon Joe as he wasn’t ready to make this change. Taking Father Jim’s advice, she decide to con?nue to pray 
about it and let Deacon Joe catch up. That’s when the Holy Spirit went to work on Deacon Joe. He recalls siYng 
in the bleachers, at his daughter’s hockey prac?ces, pouring over the readings of the early Church Fathers and 
then reading “Rome Sweet Home”, the story of Sco= Hahn’s conversion to the Catholic Church.  Sco=’s story 
lee such a mark on Deacon Joe, that he decided to join the RCIA program with Bev and together they were 
ready for the Right of Elec?on.  However,  another one of those wrenches creeped in and Deacon Joe needed 
to go through the annulment process from a previous marriage first. Aeer this process was completed Deacon 
Joe and Bev entered the Catholic Church in April of 2000.   

Their transi?on was definitely meant to be, that is the way God works.  The friends they had made at Oh Be 
Joyful gave them a blessing and their love as a send-off and now it was ?me for them to just “sit on your 
hands” as Father Jim said, and absorb and learn and enjoy their first year in the Catholic Church.  What?  Do 

Parish Couple of the Month  
March 2021 

Deacon Joe & Bev 
Fitzpatrick



you think Deacon Joe and Bev can really sit on their hands for a whole year?   Well, by September, Queen of All 
Saints was in need of a Religious Educa?on teacher for the 3rd grade.   Gee, Bev already had experience 
teaching and thought, well; “the best way to learn – is to teach!”  So, the Fitzpatrick’s were back on the scene.  
Over the years, they have been involved in numerous ministries and the growth of the Church.  Deacon Joe 
helped with the building of the lower level of the hall and numerous other projects.  Bev was the Coordinator 
for Religious Educa?on for K-12, organized vaca?on bible school, and together they engaged in adult educa?on 
classes and retreats.  Bev re?red from her posi?on as CRE in 2015. 

Meanwhile, Solu?ons, Inc, their property management company grew to 300 units and they decided to sell the 
business in 2001.  This was another big turning point for the Fitzpatrick’s.  Trying to figure what was next, Bev 
worked several different jobs.Deacon Joe worked in construc?on and real estate, but nothing seemed to be 
working. The expenses were piling up, their daughter was geYng married and now God was calling Deacon Joe 
to be a Deacon. The ?ming was not great, but they had faith that God was in control. 

Bev and Father Steve fully supported his decision so Deacon Joe applied to the Diaconate.  During their 
interview with Deacon Lloyd, he was astonished at their faith for this undertaking – especially not having 
steady work at the ?me and knowing the expense they would face during the Diaconate training.  But Deacon 
Joe and Bev believed that if God had called them to this, that He had a plan for  how to make a living. That was 
June. In July,  Deacon Joe received an offer to be the interim Town Manager in Mt. Crested Bu=e.  His ?me and 
commitment, not only to the Church, but his community as well – had opened a new door of opportunity.  
While transi?oning into a new job posi?on, Deacon Joe and Bev con?nued their classes together in the 
Diaconate  program.  In fact, they jammed the first 2 years into 1 year!  They both felt it was “rigorous and fun 
and educa?onal” I bet! By November that year, both Deacon Joe  and Bev had full-?me jobs. 

In 2007 Joe was ordained Deacon Joe and their journey con?nues.  They have gone on a pilgrimages to Israel 
(with Deacon Lloyd and Margaret),c and also with Dynamic Catholic to Rome/Italy. In addi?on, they have been 
ac?ve in events throughout the Diocese, Gunnison and Lake City, forming many wonderful rela?onships along 
the way.  They feel truly blessed.  Morning and evenings are a ?me for praying the Liturgy of the Hours 
together, which has brought them to a deeper understanding of each other’s heart – they use the analogy of 
being a set of bookends, suppor?ng each other and reminding themselves that God is in charge, to not let 
yourself get wore down, and to keep their focus on the needs of others.  Just like Saint Barnabas, which is Bev’s 
favorite Saint, always encouraging and suppor?ve of St. Paul who is on fire and excited about the word of God.  
St. Joseph, Deacon Joe’s patron name Saint, known as the provider-husband, protector behind the scenes and 
working to fulfill the needs of family. Both are perfect descrip?ons of Deacon Joe and Bev’s personali?es as 
well as the fit of their favorite Bible passages.   

Bev:   
For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You 
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  - Jeremiah 29:11 

Deacon Joe: 
Live each day with the seriousness that it may be your last day. See every day as a giK from God to be lived 
to His glory. Paul said, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” - Philippians 1:21 

Deacon Joe and Bev have traveled a long path to get to where they are today, when they joined the Catholic 
Church, it was a feeling of “coming home.”  They appreciate each day and are grateful for God’s generosity and 
his blessings.  Their journey con?nues and in their own faith filled words: “We will see what is next.”   

Thank you both Deacon Joe and Bev for sharing all your ?me and talent and we cannot wait to see what God 
has next in store for you!  


